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Resolution No. 84-66

RESOLUTTION CF THE
WHITE MOUNTAIN APACHE TRIBE OF THE
FORT APACHE INDIAN RESERVATTON

Joanne C. O'Connell, Ph.D, of the Institute for Human Development of
Northern Arizona University has made a presentation to the Tribal
Council in regards to providing services to disabled children on the
Fort Apache Indian Reservation, and

Dr. O'Connell requests that the Tribal Council approve an early infant
project for the reservation, and

the purpose for this federally supported, early intervention demons-
tration project, according to Dr. O'Connell is to develop a program
of services for handicapped Apache infants and their families, and

the service camponent will consist of establishing services to the
handicapped infants at the time they are identified as handicapped,
and

an Apache paraprofessional will be trained by the project staff to
initiate services to families while still in the hospital, and

the Tribal Council recognizes the problems and disabilities suffered
by handicapped children and their families and would like to address
this problem with the assistance of the Institute for Human Develop-
ment, and

the Tribal Council, after considerable discussion with Dr. O'Connell
approves the proposal that she has presented to the Tribal Council,
but has suggested to Dr. O'Connell who has agreed, that the Tribal
Health Authority should participate in the project so that the Tribe
has the benefit of direct participation and contact with the Institute
of Human Development and its activities on the reservation.

BE IT RESOLVED by the Tribal Council of the White Mountain Apache Tribe that it

hereby approves the early intervention demonstration project proposed
by Dr. Joanne O'Connell with the understanding that the Institute for
Human Development and Dr. O'Connell establish a laison with the Tribal
Health Authority Director, Ralph Bologna, so that the Tribal Council
can be kept informed of the progress being made by the demonstration
project and its impact on the Tribe's handicapped infants and their
families.

BE IT FURTHER RESCLVED by the Tribal Council that its approval of the fore-

going proposal is based upon the information presented to it by
Dr. O'Connell, the attached abstract, and the statement of the problem
attached to this resolution and incorporated by reference herein.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Tribal Council that it wishes to extend its

gratitude to Dr. O'Connell for her fine presentation to the Tribal
Council and for bringing this worthy and much needed project to the
White Mountain Apache people.
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The foregoing resolution was on March 08, 1984 duly adopted by a vote of

10 for and 0 against by the Tribal Council of the White Mountain
Apache Tribe, pursuant to authority vested in it by Article V, Section 1
(i) of the Amended Constitution and By-Laws of the Tribe, ratified by the
Tribe June 27, 1958 and approved by the Secretary of the Interior on May 29,
1958, pursuant to Section 16 of the Act of June 18, 1934 (48 Stat. 984).
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Secretary 4f the Tribal
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ABSTRACT

The primary purpose of this project is to address the early intervention needs
of a target population of handicapped and at-risk Apache Indian infants who

are currently unserved. A thorough review of nationally existing programs for
on-reservation handicapped Indian infants indicated a severe lack of a cultur-
ally-sensitive early infant program model for Mative American families. This
project will develop a model that focuses on three major program components:

(1) a model component will be delineated for initiating and providing cooper-
ative interdisciplinary services emphasizing education, health, and social
services across several governmental levels -- community, tribal, county, state,
and federal; (2) a model component focused on programs for parents with varying
family circumstances and needs, as exemplified by the rural, reservation Indian
family will address the issues of family and child intervention with Indian
families whose cultural influences affect their understanding of their child's
disability; and (3) a modification or revision of current, existing infant
assessment, curricula and parent instructional techniques so that they are
culturally sensitive to Native American tradition and beliefs wh11e reta1n1ng
necessary educat1ona1 structure will be conducted o el L

The proposed mode] will be va]1dated ut111z1ng methodo]ogy appropr1ate for .
applied settings and recognized by the Joint Accreditation Commission. Longi-—
tudinal records of the developmental progress of each target infant will be
maintained, comprehensive parent/caregiver interaction data will be recorded,
and assessment/curr1cu1a will be validated by an Apache advisory committee of
professional educators. The evaluated model will be packaged into disseminabie
materials for other reservation Indian groups and it is anticipated that the
process of 1ntervent10n that the mode] de11neates w111 be rep]1cab1e by other
tribal ent1t1es. : c
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The Froblem:
The Institute for Human Development at Northern Arizona University has
—oeen providing services to disabled children and adults in northern Arizona
tor «boul twenty years. As a part of our experience in working with the
Mative American populations in northern Arizone, we have been frustrated
with the insensitivily of available educalional modeles for serving
handicapped individuals. Thie is especially true for aur services to
hendicapped infantes and preschoolers and their families. The current
availlable educational aseessment tooles and curricula dou not provide for an
intervenlion program lhat incorporates the traditions and influences of Lhe
Mative fmerican culture. We would like to address Lhis problea and develaop
= garly intlervenlion model thaeat ie effeclive for interacting with Indian
haindicapped infantes and their families.
The Cbjeclivesz:
The puwpose of owr submission for a federally csupported early
mﬁntervention decanstration project is to develop & proaram of services to
handicapped &pache infanls qnd their {families. The service component will
consist of establishing services to the handicapped infanis at the time they

hendicapped, preferalbdy el birih, o to prevent severe

are identified
delaye to Lhose infante who are identified at bLirth as "at-rieshk" for
develwping delave in developmentl in Lhe fulure.

A Apache par aproafessilonsl will bf:tFniHEd by the project sleitd Lo

initiale cservices Lo feamilies while still in Lhe hospri bal. e nature of
the intervenlion services will be develaoped as « waior camponent of the
project with priamay emphasis on developing inter vention strategies that are
sensitiva to e culituwr sl trads clons of the Apaché Tribe. Three majior model
comporenls will be oddressed by the project per sonnel:

_ 1. Succezsful interagéncy;delivery'df serviceﬁkwill be addrescsed by

identifying how best to utilize resources across appropriate agencies forr

sraviding the optimum progrem, working with the Apaches Tribe,
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Developmental Disebilities, and lndimﬂ Heallh Service.

2. Strategies for working with Indian fawilies in assisting Lhem with
—underslanding the natuwre of the handicapping condilion of their infant, the
need for early intervention to optimize the child’s growth, and soliciting

Lheir participation‘in the infanl’s early intervention program will be
addr eszed. It is intended thal the input of the Indian families themselvee
and professional Indian service providers will be vital in outlining an
ef{ective strategy. The project staff will then zystematically evaluate its
eftectiveness for model validation.
R Current available infant asisessment tools and curricula will be
reviewed and modified to reflecl vocabulary, materials, and cul tural
traditions in child-rearing, so thal a culluwr ally-sensitive handicapped
infant intervention package can be developed aﬁd vsed by Apache service
ptoova der e, The project staff will validalte Lhe effectiveness of this

ackeage and provide training Lo Apache service providers.
Froiecl Direclor: Joernme C. O Connell, Fh.D
Imstilute +or Human Devel opuaend

Northern érizona Unilvers=sits

Flagsletf, frizone 84H001




